H1N1 Virus (Swine Flu): Exploring Facts and Evaluating Opinions
Intermediate – Advanced ESOL

Disease Prevention Health Related Skills: 

· Understanding written information about H1N1.
· Knowing how to prevent and detect illness and when to seek medical attention.
· Relating this information to one’s family and community.
· Understanding that there are different opinions regarding this virus.
Language Skills:

· Reading comprehension and vocabulary

· Speaking and listening (presentations and discussions)

· Writing (journal writing/summaries/ critiques)

NYS Standards for ESOL:

· Adult Goal 3: Learners will improve ability to understand spoken English.
· Adult Goal 4: Learners will improve speaking skills necessary to function in English.
· Adult Goal 5: Learners will develop strategies for reading English.
· Adult Goal 6: Learners will write in English.
ESOL Level: Intermediate to Advanced

Duration:  One 3 hour session or 2 sessions consisting of 1 ½ hrs each

Materials:

· Tape
· Chart paper (optional)
· Hand Sanitizer
· Visuals 1 - 13
· Handouts 1 – 6
Key Vocabulary:  Influenza, respiratory, pneumonia, swine, pandemic, hand sanitizer, vaccine, severe, anti-viral, Reye Syndrome, virus, symptoms, political cartoon
Purpose: To provide students with the basic knowledge, an understanding of mainstream opinions and feelings related to H1N1, and critical thinking activities regarding the H1N1 virus.

Preparation

1. Set up classroom for small group work

2. Make copies of all visuals and handouts

3. Tape political cartoons around the room. (You may want to blow up the visuals to 11x14 if you have a large classroom.)

Steps:

1. Do Now:  Ask students to write a paragraph about what they know about Swine Flu (H1N1) in their notebooks.  (5 minutes)
2. Open a discussion using a KWL Type Chart [Handout 1] on newsprint or the board, asking students what they already know about the swine flu.  After you have filled out this column on the board (or chart paper) with student responses ask students what questions they still have and fill out the second column.  During this activity it is important that your students take notes from the board on their handout. (15 minutes)
	KWL Strategy

	What do you already KNOW?
	What do you WANT to learn?
	What have you LEARNED?

	
	
	


3. Divide the class into 5 small groups and assign each group a number between 2 and 6.  Try to group together students who do not speak the same native languages.  Each group should select one person to be the leader.  Hand out “The Basics of the Swine (H1N1) Flu” [Handout 2].  Assign each group to read the page of the document that corresponds with their group number (Group 2 reads page 2, and so on).  Explain that each student in each group will be responsible for reporting back one new fact to the class from their assigned page.  (10 minutes).  
4. Reconvene as a class for oral presentations from each group.  Each student presents one fact they learned to the whole class. Students are encouraged to ask related questions. (30 minutes)
5. Hand out one “What did we learn about H1N1?” to each group [Handout 3].   Task each small group with completing as much of this page as possible in writing and have one student record answers on sheet.  After this task is completed solicit student answers in large group discussion.  (15 minutes)
6. Ask students to write in their notebooks or journals about three things they learned about H1N1 and what they might like to research further. (10 minutes)
7. Ask students to refer back to their KWL Chart [Handout 1].  Students verbally share what they wrote and the teacher writes down the items in the third column of the KWL chart. Students take notes in the third column, completing the table.  (15 minutes)
8. Tape the sample political cartoon on your board.  [Visual 1]  (You may want to blow this image up or distribute copies to each small group for reference if your class is large).  Discuss the concept of political cartoons.  Write the word cartoon on the board and solicit responses.  Then ask what a political cartoon might be and explain the concept if students do not understand. Hand out “Political Cartoons” [Handout 4] and read each question for the class.  Then ask students to read the questions to you as you model how to analyze a political cartoon for the class. (15 minutes)
9. Gallery:  Students work in pairs.  They walk around the classroom, look at the H1N1 cartoons posted on the walls, and choose one to analyze themselves.  Then they take turns asking and answering the same set of questions to each other. (15 minutes)
10.  Distribute H1N1 political cartoons [Handout 5] to students.  Explain that these are smaller versions of what the other students will be presenting.  Students reconvene as a whole group and take turns presenting their cartoons to the class.  They hold up their pictures so everyone can see, and explain what is happening.  To help them accomplish this activity you might urge them to use the questions [Handout 4] as a dialogue.  Other students ask questions to clarify and/or expand on the topic. (30 minutes)
11. Hang up all the cartoons in the front of the room.  Teacher elicits summary statements from group and enters text on newsprint or board under each picture.  (10 minutes)
12. Assessment (The teacher may choose one of these two activities): (10 minutes)
#1-more appropriate for intermediate students [Handout 6]

#2-can be used for more advanced students for homework assignment
Have students reflect about the lesson in paragraph form.  

Directions:  Think about parts one and two of this lesson.  In paragraph form respond to at least two of the following—what I liked most about this lesson and/or which part was the most interesting—how I can apply this knowledge to my life—one question I still have about swine flu—how the political cartoons got me to think differently about the swine flu.  

Follow-Up Activities
1. Technology -If the class has Internet access, have the students go to the following sites and research one area of interest concerning the swine flu.  Have the students take notes or copy and paste pertinent information.  Then have the students write and type a short report.

http://www.cdc.gov/DiseasesConditions/
http:/flu.gov
http://nyc.gov/health-- click on health topics (h1n1)

www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/h1n1fluswineflu.html
2. Technology- Have the students do a Google or yahoo (or other) search of political cartoons on the swine flu.  Have the students choose one cartoon that wasn’t chosen before and write and/ or type an analysis of the cartoon, including why they chose that particular cartoon.  
3. Students can work in groups or pairs to create an informational poster on the swine flu.
4. Students can work in groups or pairs to create an original political cartoon.
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Reflection on the lesson:  The lesson went well.  The students participated fully and seemed to enjoy the activities.  They gave a great deal of feedback and information, some of which I would like to research further.  We had a large turnout: 22 students, so it was necessary to use 11 cartoons for the pair activity.  Unfortunately, we didn't have time to hear all of their presentations. 
The first part of the lesson worked well, though I had to remind students that they were only responsible for their assigned pages.  Everyone got a chance to speak with the group, even some students who are generally quiet in class.  Some new questions were brought up such as, "If someone is contagious and they stay at home, won't they infect their family?", " I think they should stay in the hospital." 

The second part of the lesson was a great deal of fun for all.  Political Cartoons are challenging, and I don't think many of them fully understood the humor, but they did get the point related to the swine flu.
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