H1N1 (Swine Flu), The World, and You


GED Lesson Plan

Disease Prevention Health Related Tasks:

· How to define H1N1 and distinguish it from other types of illness

· Recognizing H1N1 symptoms

· How to properly prevent and contain the spread of H1N1

· How to behave during a pandemic 

· How to find more information and resources regarding H1N1 via the Internet

Literacy Skills:

· Building vocabulary connected to H1N1 

· Reading current events and government reports

· Analyzing political cartoons

· Writing letters to family and friends abroad to apprize them of H1N1 and its development

Math Skills:

· Analyzing tables and maps of H1N1 information

· Utilizing percents, ratios, proportions and fractions when analyzing H1N1 information

GED Standards Addressed: 

1)  Writing:  Learners will be able to pre-write, compose, and post-write.

2)  Social Studies:  Learners will demonstrate a working knowledge of physical and cultural geography. Learners will acquire a working knowledge of key concepts and vocabulary in the behavioral sciences such as anthropology, psychology, and sociology.  Learners will analyze charts, graphs and cartoons for information and understanding of key economic, political, and historical concepts.

3)  Literature:  Learners will identify characteristic features of non-fiction in excerpts from journals, essays, biographies, dialogue, newspapers, and periodicals.

4)  Test Taking Strategies:  Learners will be encouraged to use reading strategies to tackle directions and questions.

Class and Level: GED

Duration:  2 days, total of 4 hours (Day 1: 3 hours; Day 2 Review, 1 hour)

Materials:

· World map

· Computer with Internet connection (to access materials)

· Post-it board

· Purell and sanitizing spray for demonstration

· Handouts 1 - 6

Key Vocabulary:  see Handout 2

http://www.webmd.com/cold-and-flu/swine-flu--glossary
Purpose:  To make students aware of the H1N1 flu and to help them become active participants in protecting themselves, their loved ones, and their community
To make the students aware of how globalization affects the spread of H1N1 and other contagions.

Preparation:   
1. Print and review all materials.  Bind handouts with stapler or put them together in a folder for students.  

2. Hang up world map.

Day 1:

1.  KWL Chart [Handout 1]: Ask students to find partners.  Instruct pairs to provide answers and questions in appropriate columns.  Share K and W responses in large group and collect answers on chart paper that will be displayed in classroom for remainder of lesson.  Be sure students know to leave the L column empty until the end of the lesson.  (20 minutes)

2.  H1N1 Glossary [Handout 2]:  Go over terminology as a class and explain that students will be required to use this new vocabulary in a writing assignment at the end of class.  (15 minutes)

3.  Analyzing Political Cartoons  [Handout 3]: Go over the definitions for the terminology related to analyzing political cartoons. [ This lesson is being done with students who have been using these terms in literature and social studies] Analyze the first political cartoons as a class using the provided tables.  Ask students to work in pairs to analyze the last two cartoons.  Ask a pair to volunteer to present their answers for each cartoon during large group discussion of the answers.  (45 minutes) 

4. Jigsaw: “2009 H1N1 Flu (Swine Flu) and You” [Handout 4]:  Ask for a volunteer to read the first section of this document titled, “What is 2009 H1N1 (Swine Flu)” aloud for the class.  Refer class to the KWL chart and explain that many of their questions in the second column will be answered by this official document.  Divide the class into 4 reading groups.  Assign each group to read the section underneath each subheading (for example, Group 1 would read the text under the next subheading titled “2009 H1N1 Flu in Humans,” Group 2 would read “Prevention and Treatment,” and so on).  Task each group with summarizing the information they have read using their own words in one paragraph that they will draft as a group (5 – 8 sentences).  Have each group present their paragraph in the order that appears in the document.  Refer again to the KWL chart.  Ask if questions have been answered by the text.  (45 minutes)

5.  Analyzing Maps:  “New Influenza A (H1N1), Number of laboratory confirmed cases as reported to WHO” [Handout 5]. Go over the first section of the questions with students and then have them work in pairs or individually to complete the questions below.  Review as a large group.  (45 minutes)

6. Letter writing (Homework):  Assign students with the task of writing a letter to someone in their family that summarizes everything that they have learned today.  Explain that their letter must follow the GED Writing Test format with an introduction, three body paragraphs and a conclusion.  Review this process with students if necessary.  Urge students to use the documents from this class as notes for this assignment.  If you have finished this lesson early, allow students to begin this assignment before the class ends.  (10 minutes)

Day 2:  Review

1.  Collect student letters.  

2.  Have students return to Handout 1 and individually fill out the Learned section of their KWL chart.  Discuss as a large group.  

3.  Post Test [Handout 6]:  Ask students to answer questions in full sentences as you review their letters. 

Follow up Activity

Students could be encouraged to read the entire “2009 H1N1 Flu (Swine Flu) and You” [Handout 4] document at their leisure. They can also look for other political cartoons.

About the Author:  

· About thirteen years teaching ESOL and GED

· Teach to help others while continuing to learn

· GED students are mostly ESOL learners

· GED students are primarily from Haitian background
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