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Title A letter to Immigrants from HHC 

Goals 

· To understand that all immigrants regardless of their status can receive care at HHC 

· To improve reading comprehension skills by learning how to extract the most important and relevant information 

Duration

2 hours 
ESOL/ABE Standards Addressed

ELA 2: Language for Literacy Response and Education

ELA 1: Language for Information and Understanding 

Adult Goal 7: Learners will develop strategies for reading English

ESOL/ABE Level

ESL Level 2-3 

Key Vocabulary: 

Undocumented

Status

Confidential 

Commitment

Honor 

Policy 

Critical

Afford 

Family size 

Family income 

Material

List of all the HHC Hospitals 

Map of the five boroughs

A bag with a list of the different HHC hospitals on different pieces of paper 

Subway maps 

The HHC Plain letter in an envelope for every student 

Purpose

To educate students about HHC confidential policy for illegal immigrants 

Steps

1. Begin with a discussion by asking the students which hospital they go to or which hospital is near their house. 

2. Give students a list of all the HHC facilities and ask them to point to the facilities in their borough. Ask them if any of the hospitals have the same zip code as they do. If so have them circle that hospital. 

**** If most of the students are from one borough, give them the list of HHC facilities in their borough. They should point to the HHC facility that shares the same zip code as their home. 

3. Draw a map of the five boroughs or copy a map from the yellow pages or white pages. Put the map on the board. Label each borough. Each student chooses one piece of paper from the bag. The piece of paper has the name and address of an HHC Hospital. The student needs to pin the hospital on the appropriate borough. 

****If most of the students are from the same borough do this activity by focusing only on that borough. 

4.  The teacher chooses one hospital that seems to be most centrally located to the school or to most of the students. The students each look at the subway map and determine which subway will take them to that hospital. The students and teacher write directions on how to get to the hospital. (Teachers can do this activity also with a bus map). 

5. The teacher reviews key vocabulary that will assist in understanding the HHC letter. 

The teacher writes the phrase 

We will keep your immigration status confidential. This means people who work in a public hospital will not tell any other agency or the police if you are an illegal immigrant.
Based on the new vocabulary they just learned, ask the students what this sentence means in their own words. 

6. Give an example. Fred lives in NYC. He is an illegal immigrant. He is undocumented. He is sick and needs to see a doctor. He goes to Lincoln Hospital. The workers at the hospital do not tell anyone that he is illegal. They keep that information confidential and give Fred care that he needs. 

6. The teacher gives each student an envelope with the HHC letter in it. The students open up the letter and read the title. Based on the information in bold they determine who the letter is from and what it is about. 

7. The students read the first two paragraphs silently and underline the sentence that the teacher wrote on the board. In a large group the students discuss what is most important in the paragraph. The teacher should be sure to include that  HHC gives care to everyone even illegal immigrants and if you cannot pay. HHC keeps immigration information confidential. 

8. The teacher writes on the board 

HHC staff can help them get the insurance they need. HHC will help you afford the healthcare services you get if you cannot get insurance.  

The students and teacher discuss this sentence to make sure they understand it. The students read the next three paragraphs and underline this sentence. 

9. The students read the three paragraphs again and this time they need to find out what information the hospital needs to help you get health insurance. The students discuss this together. 

10. The students write up three important points they learned from reading this letter. Then they discuss as a class. 

ESOL Teaching Tips 

· For a more advanced class the teacher can pick out verbs from the letter and create a word bank. The students need to choose the appropriate verb from the word bank. This enables the students to practice verb conjugation as they are practicing their reading comprehension. 

Technology Tips

· Go to the HHC website and find the list of facilities. Do a treasure hunt with the website where students need to locate specific information and answer questions. 

· Students need to figure out subway directions to an HHC facility using the internet. The students go to the website www.HopStop.com  and fill out the necessary information to get directions to an HHC facility. 
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